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MAY 
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EXPERIENCE 

CONTINUES 

 

 
Monday 25th & 

Tuesday 26th 

ADHC 

Assessments for 

Year 12 students 

 
 Wednesday 27th 

Years 7, 11 &12 

VACCINATIONS 

 

 

JUNE 

 
Monday 8th  
PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY 

QUEEN’S 

BIRTHDAY 

 

 
Friday 26th 

LAST DAY OF 

TERM 2 
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Minerva School  

Learning for Life 

MOTHERS DAY 
On Friday 8th May, the students had a wonderful time shopping for 

that special Mother’s Day gift. Our SRC and Class L students did a 

fantastic job helping the younger students with their choices. We 

would like to thank some of our mothers , Mrs Youssef, Mrs Bakouris 

and Mrs Hunt who gave up their time to help set up the stall and assist 

the students with their purchases. 

A special mention must also be 

made to Mrs Hunt for her  hard 

work, continued involvement and           

assistance each Mother’s Day. We 

could not do it with out you! It was 

a very successful day with a profit 

of $188 made. We hope all our 

Mothers 

had a 

wonderful 

day. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

CROSS COUNTRY RUN/WALK CARNIVAL 
On Tuesday 12th May we held our Minerva Cross Country Run/Walk 

Carnival. This was a whole school event with both staff and students             

participating in this healthy activity to the best of their ability.     

Participants could choose to either run or either walk the course. 

Thank you to staff who helped supervise, cheer and encourage our   

students throughout the carnival. See Page 6 for some great photos. 

 

Miss Nicole  

Sports Coordinator 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
WELCOME 

This Term we give a very warm welcome 

Ewan and his family to Minerva School. 
 

SCHOOL PLAN 2015-2017              

On behalf of the school I would like to 

express our thanks to the parents, carers 

and community members for the rich and 

valuable feedback you provided in the 

survey from Term 1 which has greatly 

contributed to the future directions of the 

school in the next 3 year cycle. The school 

newsletter will be a platform where the 

school can provide updates and information 

to keep families informed of new initiatives 

and programs. The School Plan for 2015-

2017 has now been completed and is 

available on the school website. If you 

would like a copy please contact the school 

office. 

MIND MATTERS 

At the beginning of this term, all staff 

attended a combined Professional Learning 

Day with colleagues from Bated Drive, St 

George, Cairnsfoot & Wairoa Schools on 

Mind Matters. Mind Matters is a whole 

school approach to mental health and 

wellbeing. The framework aims to provide 

schools & community with information, 

skills and resources to create positive & 

proactive schools. Watch this space for 

Mind Matters information, links and tips as 

a regular feature of the school newsletter. 

CLASS CHANGES 

Due to the recent wild weather several of 

our classrooms have been affected by 

water damage. Whilst the Department 

undertake inspections and repairs we have 

relocated the students from the affected 

classrooms to alternative rooms for safety 

reasons. The students have adjusted well 

to this change. I will keep you informed as 

to the progress of repairs.  

PLAYGROUND UPDATE                       

Our playground is undergoing a makeover. 

Stage 1 of the playground restructure has 

been to form 2 groups of students, the  

juniors & seniors. They divide into their 

separate groups at lunchtime so they can 

access the oval on a weekly rotation. The 

oval provides an area for the students to 

kick balls, have a go at tennis & burn off 

some energy. Miss Sarah has been focussed 

on improving the internal playgrounds. 

Sarah applied for & was successful in 

receiving a grant from ‘Live Life Well’ to 

have games & activities professionally 

marked. These include handball, hopscotch, 

snakes & ladders & a bike track with a 

zebra crossing. The games are bright & 

colourful & make the playground much more 

inviting for the students. They have been a 

great success & the students are enjoying 

the games at recess & lunchtime. 

STUDENTS VS STAFF SPORT 

Following on from the success of last 

term’s students vs staff Newcombeball 

match, Miss Nicole, our Sports 

Coordinator, has organised another highly 

successful event. This time it was a Soccer

-Softball match. I am pleased to report 

that the students once again displayed 

great skills & sportsmanlike behaviour. The 

students beat the staff hands down! The 

tally stands at: students 1—staff 0. Stay 

tuned for the next staff v students match.  
 

LIVING SKILLS ROOM UPDATE 

Our Living Skills kitchen has been 

undergoing a makeover in recent weeks. We 

are all very excited and I will provide you 

with an update and further details about 

the official opening once work is complete.  
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ECO SCHOOLS GRANT UPDATE 

In 2013 Minerva applied for and was successful in receiving a grant in 2014 from the                

Environmental Trust NSW. This grant was used to help implement programs in the Sensory 

Garden. As part of the conditions of the grant we were asked to prepare a report on the 

project outcomes. The Environmental Trust was so pleased with the report prepared by 

Miss Carolyn that they have requested it to be included on their website as a valuable       

resource for other schools to use. Well done Miss Carolyn. 

PAST STUDENTS 

It is always a pleasure to have ex-students pop in for a visit. We were very pleased to      

receive a visit from on of our ex students, Annaleise. Annaleise is now working at Victoria 

Park Pool in the city 2 days a week performing administration duties. Annaleise graduated 

from Minerva in 2012 and was part of the Post School Nova Transition/Employment         

Program. We are all very proud of Annaleise. 

 

Regards 

Fiona Young, PRINCIPAL 

 

MINERVA’S POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR  

REWARD SYSTEM  

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following  students 

for the months of April and May 
 

 Cooper  

 Ronan 

Jack O’L 

Adam 

Luke B 

Luke D 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who have received 

the following awards during the months  of April and May - 

Principal’s Medallion    Excellence Awards 

 David, Luke B  and Chris             Mikayla, David, Ethan 

 

The following students had earned enough stickers to choose from 

Mrs Young’s  Prize Cabinet 

Mikayla 

Corey 

Dante 

 

Keep up the good work! 

Fiona Young 

Principal 
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STAFF vs STUDENTS SOCCER SOFTBALL 

On Wednesday 6th May, staff and students  were prepared to go face to 

face on the field for Soccer Softball. A galant effort was put in by the 

staff but this was to no avail as the students were convincing winners with 

a score of 38-10. Great fun was had by all 

with the students’ displaying great   

sportsmanship. We all look forward to the 

next match where staff will hopefully win 

the trophy 

back from the 

students. 

 

Miss Nicole 

Sports           

Coordinator 
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Minerva students have taken up the 

challenge this year, they are reading, 

listening, and watching to be involved in 

the state wide ‘Premiers reading        

challenge.’ 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of new books have been        

purchased, including DVD books and 

audio collections to ensure all        

students can be engaged in the whole 

school program. 

Roland from class K has a good  

chuckle while sharing ‘Bats in the   

library’ by Brian Lies. 
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             CROSS COUNTRY RUN/WALK  
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SEMESTER ONE WORK EXPERIENCE 
SYLVANVALE GARDEN HOUSE 

Luke B, Sebi, Adam, Roland and 

James G busy doing gardening 

chores. 

Michael H at BUNNINGS CARINGBAH 

Ronan at LARK 

ELLEN AGED 

CARE 

CIVIC Bailey, Alex, Anthony and Jake at Sutherland 

train station. The boys continue to develop independence 

with purchasing tickets as part of their Civic Lifestyles    

placement. 

Peter and Mitchell 

sign on for work. 

The boys put on their 

safety vests and are 

ready to start  
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This term Class T has been continuing looking at our community and      

environment, comparing and contrasting First Settlement Australia with 

the modern Australian community. We have also been concentrating on how 

to look after our physical environment and community. We have started 

growing our own classroom herbs and enjoy our Monday visits to the     

Sensory Garden where we look after our plant life and read our favourite 

books.  
Our Class have also started the Premiers Reading Challenge,  attempting 

to read as many books as we can from the School  Library. Every Thursday 

some of our senior classes have been working 

hard with Civic Work Experience, participating 

and  developing our skills in the work              

environment. 

Class L using their muscles during sport lessons with Miss 

Margot. Miss Margot has been completing her  university 

practicum with the class for the last four weeks. She will be 

very much missed by the students when she leaves. 
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 How much fruit and vegetables do children need?       

It is recommended that adults eat at least 2 serves of fruit and 5 serves of vegetables each day.  

The minimum amount recommended for children (aged 10-14 years of age) is 2 ‘child-sized’ serves of 

fruit and 4 ‘child-sized’ serves of vegetables per day.  A ‘child-sized’ 

serve is approximately half the adult serve as defined by the Aus-
tralian Guide to Healthy Eating. 
One ‘child-sized’ serve of fruit equals:  

½ medium piece of fruit such as apple, banana, pear, orange  

1 small piece of fruit such as an apricot or kiwi fruit 
1 tablespoon sultanas 
2 dried apricots 

½ cup of canned fruit (in natural juice). 

One ‘child-sized’ serve of vegetables equals:  

¼ cup of cooked vegetables 

½ cup of salad vegetables 

¼ cup of legumes such as lentils, chickpeas or kidney beans. 

The amount a child will eat at one time will vary depending on their age, appetite and activity levels.  

Older children may well be consuming more than 2 ‘child serves’ of fruit and 4 ‘child serves’ of     

vegetables.   

For more information on fruit and vegetables including great recipe ideas, 

visit the Go for 2&5   website 

www.gofor2and5.com.au 
 

M Boys Blog 
Check out our class blog at 

www.mboysblog.weebly.com. 

The boys have had so much fun  

checking, updating and commenting on 

our class blog. 

Measurement in Class M 
Class M have been practising their measuring skills. Jartne measured the projector, Chris 

though the activity was easy and Ewan enjoyed the measuring activity. He had to think hard 

about place value and worked out that the table was 120cm long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gofor2and5.com.au
http://www.mboysblog.weebly.com
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Class S have had a very busy term learning about the      

natural environment that we live in as well as looking at the 

Aboriginal Culture. We have been learning how the first     

people of Australia used to live as well as learning about     

Aboriginal art and dreamtime stories. 

Here we are hard at work. 

Class S loves to relax together after a hard day on the 

books! Here we are reading and playing with our new ipads.                                                                

CLASS R  

David and Joshua 

take turns with the 

new Connect 4 game  

                                                

Joshua won ! 

Kieran and 

Warwick enjoy 

lunch in the     

sensory garden 

 

  Joshua and 

Nicholas       

enjoy looking 

at the Autumn 

leaves. 
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Class C have had fun making a mini 

greenhouse as part of their science 

program.  

We are going to watch  coriander 

and water cress grow  
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If you are interested in donating, please contact the Lioness Club of Sutherland 

Shire or alternatively contact the school office for further details. 
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Sensory Movie Day is an inclusive monthly event for families with special 

needs or sensory processing disorders. 

Children are free to roam around the cinema, flap or stim, talk and generally be themselves. This 

is a non-judgmental session and there is no need for families to feel uncomfortable. Lighting 

stays on dim (not dark) and sound is lowered. Fire exit doors are monitored by volunteers for 

those escape artists.Tickets: $8 each (You will need a membership card to purchase tickets at 

the cinema, but these are available in the foyer on the day). Children 2 years and under are free. 

Companion ID cards accepted.  

The Cronulla movies are screened at Cronulla Cinemas, 2 - 6 Cronulla St, Cronulla NSW 2230. 

Movies start at 11am, but there will be free entertainment, such as face painting and balloon 

sculpting, in the foyer beforehand (from 10am). 

For more details, visit https://www.facebook.com/SensoryMovieDayCronulla  or contact me at        

sensorymovieday.cronulla@hotmail.com                                                                                   

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=-GA2EoMsYkezd9OpBO6Ct-r_owiMF9JInRwf9xxR_mdNhw_1rlVe9z4b7VsVnlv1sdE6vWDNP3Y.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fSensoryMovieDayCronulla
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       Dear Parents/Carers 

To help increase awareness of mental health services, resources and programs 

within Sutherland Shire, a Mental Well-Being Initiatives webpage has been      

created:  

http://gymeacommunityaid.org.au/community-developmenthealthy-minds/ 

Any questions, feel free to contact me. 

Regards 

Rosanna Commisso 

Community Development Service Manager 

Working Days: Mon, Wed, Fri 

Gymea Community Aid and Information Service Inc. 

39 Gymea Bay Rd, Gymea NSW 2227 

Opening Hours: 9.30am-4pm: Monday - Friday 
Phone: 9524 9559 Fax: 9524 1179 

www.gymeacommunityaid.org.au 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE FOOD PANTRY 
When: Wednesdays from 9.30 to 

12.30pm.  

Who: Southside Care aid to     

people on Centrelink or low       

income.  

Where: At 175 Port Hacking Rd Miranda  

Contact: Phone  9522 4300 for more details 

 

 

LOW COST FOOD PANTRY 
When: Wednesdays 

Who: Free fruit, vegies, bread for people on        

Centrelink or low income. 

Where: Hub Community Centre 38/52 President   

Avenue, Caringbah. 

Contact: 9525 4971 for more details. 

 

 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=MOvNP80Ib0qvVsegM74zDxLbd8SjF9JIqCJJwm3EM7NAjQ7k-TxMCHWWMygEprfAN6uQVGwLPtg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fgymeacommunityaid.org.au%2fcommunity-developmenthealthy-minds%2f
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=MOvNP80Ib0qvVsegM74zDxLbd8SjF9JIqCJJwm3EM7NAjQ7k-TxMCHWWMygEprfAN6uQVGwLPtg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gymeacommunityaid.org.au
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR KNITTING BLANKET SQUARES 

“Wrap with Love” is a volunteer organisation that distributes blankets within Australia 

and to over 75 overseas countries, particularly countries that have suffered natural       

disasters and civil unrest. These blankets are made from 28 squares that are knitted by 

volunteers. The Rotary Club of Como Jannali has a band of volunteers that knit, crotched 

and help sew the 28 squares to make beautiful warm blankets. If you would like to help knit 

and/or sew please Contact Diane Curtis from Como-Jannali Rotary on 0408 125 971 
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